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Man 38 by Obſervations on every. 
particular Article of the Preliminary Treaty 

of Convention, how far it is conduciye to the 
Welfare and Advantage of Great Britain, 
or ſubſervient to the Interefts of other. . 


Powers. 
With ſome particular Remarks on the toth "75th 


20th Articles; concerning the Aſiento Treaty, 
and the Loan on Sileſa, worthy to be conſi- 
dered in thepreſent Juncture by all Merchants, 
br others, that have any Intereſt . 
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The PRELIMINARIES 
productive of a Premu- 
ire. £ 28 2113 cle 


niſtry would, long before this, have 
condeſcended to gratify the ardent Ex- 
pectation of the People, by publickly 
exhibiting the Arricles of the Preliminary 
Convention that has lately been ratified ; or 
at leaſt, by ſubmitting ſach Part thereof to 


I was expected that our excellent Mi- 


their Examination, as might be fafely ex- 


poſed ; even although they ſhould have re- 
ſerved to themſelves thoſe ſecret Articles, (the 
Number of which is ſaid to be not imall) 
that they might judge either dangerous, or 
mou: to be communicated to the Pub- 
ick. | X | | * a 


The making of War or Peace is un- 
doubtedly a Prerogative of the Crown: ne- 
vertheleſs, the People have a Right to be 
made acquainted with ſuch Meaſures, as have 
been entered upon, cither for their Advan- 
tage, Security, or Defence : a Right founded 

K e 


(4) 
on Reaſon, and fully eſtabliſhed by the Prac- 
tice of Ages, even under the moſt deſpotic 
and arbitrary of our Princes: as we find by 
our Hiſtory, that in the carlieſt Times, even 
in the Dawn of Liberty, the Subſtance of 
ſuch 'T reaties as were coticlided by our So- 
vereigns, if not the particular Articles, were 
always communicated to the People; and 
with the greateſt Reaſon and Juſtice, as it is 
their Swords, their Purſes, and their Coun- 
fels, which muſt maintain the Honour and 
Dignity of the Crown, and ſupport the King 
in all Engagements that he ſhall Ge neteſ- 


ſary or expedient to enter into, for the Wel- 


fare and Security of his Subjects. 
Though the People of England have, this 


Right, of being apprized of all ſuch Mea- 
ſures as ſhall be undertaken for the publick 


Good, and of examining into the Motives 
and Ends thereof; yet ſuch is the Happineſs 
of our Conſtitution, that a King of Great 
Britain cannot in any wiſe be charged with 
Miſconduct, or ever be accuſed with any 


Action contrary to the true Intereſt of his 


People: he is always judged to act in Con- 
formity with the Advice of his Miniſtry; ſo 


that if the People, upon Inquiry, ſhould find 


any Action or Meaſure deſerving of Puniſh- 


ment or Cepſure, thoſe only are to be cen- 
ſured or puniſhed, by whoſe Advice ſuch 

Meaſures were formed, or ſuch Actions un- 
8 dertaken; 
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dertaken; whereby the free Diſcuſſion of 
every publick Affair is left open to the Peo- 
ple, without any Danger of diſturbing that 
Harmony and Affection, which ought ever 
to ſubſiſt between a King of Great Britain 
and his Subjects; who are left at liberty to 
arraign and cenſure the M y, without 
violating the Honour of their Monarch. 


When the People have ſuch an evident 
Right of being made acquainted with all 
publick Tranſactions, and it can ſcarcely be 
attended with any other Inconvenience, than 
what may redound on the M—-ry, by 
having \ their. Conduct examined into, and 
weightd in a Ballance with the Safety, In- 
tereſt, and Welfare of the Nation; it muſt 
ſurely ſeem ſurpriſingly odd, and not at all 
in their Favour, to find them endeavouring 
to ſecrete any Treaty, Convention, or other 
— which they have contrated 
with foreign Powers, from the Inſpection of 
the Publick : as it muſt create a violent Suſ- 
picion, in every diſintereſted and unpreju- 
diced Perſon, that either a Conſciouſneſs of 
Guilt or Folly, a Self- Conviction of Male- 
practice or Overſight, muſt be the only Mo- 
tives to induce them to ſuch a won, 


» Wiki the Artibley: of the preſent Prelimi- 
nary Convention ſo very fafe, expedient, and 
2 as ſome. of our miniſterial De- 

A 2 pendants 


(6) 
pendants would have us to believe, -where 
could be the Danger of exhibiting them to 
the Publick ? or what could be the Reaſon 
or Motives of their Detention ? If this Pre- 
liminary Treaty was ſo well adapted to the 


Circumſtances of Affairs, as to afford us any 


Proſpect of obtaining Indemnification for 
our Loſſes, Security for our Religion, Liber- 
ties, and Commerce, Advantage to the Houſe 
of Auſtria, or a laſting Tranquility to Eu- 
rope, would it not redound everlaſting Ho- 
nours and Praiſes on its Authors, andſhould 
we not have the greateſt Reaſon to uſe the 
Scripture Expreſſion ? by our ſaying, =” x 


are our Peace- Malers; for _ Re 
fliled the Children of God. | 


Though we had . Reaſon to V Mews: 


confidering the great and extraordinary Ex- 


1 that we have been at, and which 
ve been ſo cheatfully complied with on 


the moſt frivolous Occaſions, that our Mrs 


would. at leaſt have obliged us with a Sight 
of the Preliminary Treaty, yet we did not 
expect them to be altogether ſo generous as 
to ſhake out the Green Bag, and entertain 
us with what fecret Articles are concealed in 
its Bottom: that perhaps might be unpre- 


cedented, either by them or their Prede- 


ceſſors, for many Years paſt, However, we 


flattered ourſelves with the Hopes of being 


allowed to peruſe the Title and Form, tho 
we 
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we were not permitted to pry into the Sub- 
ſtance of che Treaty. But, though the Oc- 
caſibn of it be unknown, we have the Miſ- 
fortune, as hitherto, to find our Expectations 
fruſtrated, and that both the open and ſecret 
Articles of this Preliminary Treaty, on which 
our future Liberty: and Peace in ſuch a great 
meaſure depends, are reſerved by the Mini- 
ſtry as Arcana of State, too precious and 
impenetrable for the Eyes of the Vulgar. 


It has indeed been urged in Defence of 
the ſecreting theſe Preliminary Articles, that 
the Ratifications thereof, by the reſpective 
Powers, could not poſſibly be exchanged be- 
fore the breaking up of Parliament; ſince 
which there is no Occaſion for their Publica- 
tion by Authority, as it would be communi- 
cating an Affair to the Publick, of which 
they were not competent Judges, and might 
perhaps afford an Opportunity to the Enemies 
of the preſent Adminiſtration to excite ſuch 
Animoſities and Jealouſy, by their partial and 
invidious Conſtructions, as might prove a 
a ng Obſtacle to the great Work in 

and, | 3 13:30! _ 136 91 


This at firſt fight appears to be a very ſpe- 
cious Excuſe: but may it not be replied, that 
it would have given greater Satisfaction to 
the Nation, had the Parliament been ſuf- 
fered to fit a Fortnight or three Weeks longer; 
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| 68 
in which time, as the Ratifications of the firſt 
contracting Parties were exchanged, the Pre- 
liminaries might and ought to have been laid 
before both Houſes ; that his Majeſty m 
have received the Senſe of his People, and 
the Advice of the Hereditary Great Council 
of the Crown upon theſe Articles before he 
entered into any farther Negociations on their 
Foundation. The Seaſon of the Year. was 
not ſo far advanced, but it would have ad- 
mitted of a few Weeks longer being ſpent 
on an Affair of fo great Importance; neither 
were the Country Gentlemen in ſo much 
haſte to retire to their reſpective Seats, - as 


what a certain Perſon might ban in. to * 
out of the Rien 


And though the Parliament was e prorogued 
before the Exchange of the Ratifications, yet 
their not being publiſhed, for fear of exciting 
Animoſities — by a Miſconſtruction, 
or any ways impeding the bringing about of 
a general Peace, appears a very poor Excuſe 
for depriving the Nation of that Light into 
publick Tranſactions, which they have the 
greateſt Right to expect ſhould be communi- 
cated to them. For, whether theſe Prelimi- 
nary Articles be' divulged ſooner or later, it 1s 
to be hoped, that they will ſtand or fall by 
their own Merit, and not be ſupported either 
by we Intereſt or rac Favour, 


Con- 


(9) 
Conſidering the uu and increaſing Ad- 


vantiges of our Marine over the Enemy, and 


the Benefits that- have lately accrued to us 
thereby; together with the immenſe Ex- 
pences that we have been at for ſoine Years 
paſt,” we might have expected ſuch Articles 
at leaſt, for paving the Way to a general 
Peace, as ſhould have been unexceptionable 
even to the moſt rancorous Malecontent, or 
obdurate and inveterate Patriot; but by the 
ſtrict Retention of theſe ſo ſecret, we have 
the greateſt Reaſon to doubt of their bein; 
entirely ſatisfactory, even to the warme 

Friends, and ſanguine Well-wiſhers to the 
preſent moſt excellent, inimitable, and praiſe- 
worthy Adminiſtration. | 


There is no Man will be fo hardy to af- 
firm, however ſanguine he may be in be- 
half of the preſent M——ry, that there have 
not been many Neglects, Overſights and Miſ- 
carriages, during the War; and it has evi- 
dently- appeared, that the chief Cauſes of all 
our Miſconduct, throughout, has been either 
Cowardice in our Military, or Treachery and 
Corruption in our Civil Eſtabliſhment. 
Wherefore, as many of thoſe who are con- 
cerned in the ſettling of Peace have all along 
been entruſted with the Management of the 
War, have we not the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
be apprehenſive of their making ſuch a Trea- 
ty, as may prove more detrimental to this 

_ Nation, 


(10) 
Nation, than the moſt expenſive and ill- 
managed foreign War? And are not our 
Apprehenſions on this Occaſion- excited the 
more, by their ſecreting even the firſt Ar- 
ticles, the very Foundation on Which the 
mighty Fabrick is to be raiſed, , from the 
Knowledge of thoſe who haye been at. ſuch 
immenſe Expences, and are ſo deeply ime: 
reſted in ne. whole Bald n 0h 


JJ finy 
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But though, bci lg our r perpetual 
and vain-glorious Boaſt of inherent Liberty, 
Property, Rights, and Privileges, the People 
of Great Britain are to be kept ſo much in 
Ignorance. by the M — 
made acquainted with thoſe Affairs that con- 
cern them the neareſt, and whereon their In- 
tereſt, Liberties, and Welfare, ſo: intunately 
depend; yet we find that the. Slaves of Ty- 
ranny and Deſpoticiſm, the miſerable Subjects 
of arbitrary Sway, are ſo far gratified by their 
Maſters, on this important Occaſion, as to 
be indulged with a Happineſs, denied to Bri- 
tons, of being apprized of the Contents of 
thoſe Articles on which their future Safety, 
Peace, and eee is to depend. 


It is not then to our eminent Legiſlators, 
difintereſted Guardians, or affected Patriots, 
our candid and ſincere M rs, or indefati- 
gable and able Negociators, that we are. in- 


debted for the Honour of the leaſt Infor- 
mation 


„as not to be 


( 11 ) 
mation on this intereſting Topick ; bat it is 
to the News-Writers of foreign Provinces, 
that we ſtand obliged for their Intelligence on 
a Subject, in which every Engl:/hman is 
nearly concerned, and ought to have been 
apprized of, long before it could deſcend to 
the Knowledge of ſuch abje& Vaſſals, if ei- 
ther our unintelligible penſioned Gazerre 


Scribler, or his Maſters, had done their 
Duty. 


However, as it is, we muſt be content to 
gather the Subſtance of the twenty-four Ar- 
ticles of the Preliminary Treaty from the 
foreign Gazettes; and may rely the more 
firmly on the Veracity thereof, as we cannot 
imagine thoſe Writers any ways prejudiced in 
favour of our preſent excellent Ad————n; 
or ſo corrupt and biaffed, as to endeavour to 
ſcreen the blundering Meaſures, and inef- 


fectual Engagements, of our Miniſters, from 


the Lynx-eyed People of Great Britain. 


Our Intelligencers indeed ſeem to lie un- 
der the ſame Reſtraint, with relation to the 
ſecret Articles of this Treaty, as what -our 
own Gazette Writer, or thoſe above him, do 


with regard to the Whole: But as they have 


afforded us ſome Light into twenty-four of 
the principal ones, I ſhall conſider the Sub- 
ſtance of each ſeparately, in the ſame Words 
as we find them tranſmitted to us in the Letter 
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from Aix la Chapelle of the 14th of May, N. 8 


in the Hague Gazette, which has been tranſ- 
lated and inſerted in moſt of our publick Pa- 
pers, particularly in the London Evening Poſt 
of Thurſday the 12th of May laſt. 


But, before I enter upon the Examination 
of theſe Preliminaries, I muſt make a candid 
Confeſſion to my Reader, of being under a 
Diſadvantage with regard to thoſe peculiar 
Lights, wherewith ſome, in more exalted 
Stations, are favoured; and by which thoſe 
very Articles, that to me may appear either 
the blackeſt or moſt intricate of the whole 
Treaty, ſhall, when view'd by them thro' 
the Medium of Affluence, Intereſt, Corrup- 
tion or Court Favour, be ſeen in ſuch a Point 
of  Radiancy, as to appear white as Snow, 
ſplendid as Silver, and clear as Innocence. 
Wherefore, I ſay, if this Want of Illumi- 
nation ſhould cauſe any Miſconception in my 
Ideas, or Error in my Inferences, I hope ſome 
of thoſe who, by their Poſts, enjoy the Op- 


portunity of better Information, will ſtep 


= 


2 


forth, and clear up the Affair more to the 
Satisfaction of the Publick. 


The Conſtitution of my Country, the In- 


tereſt of this Nation, and the Adjuſtment of 
the Balance of Power in Europe, are the 
only things to which I ſhall pretend to have 


arrived at a true Knowledge, and by which I 


ſhall 


(13) 
ſhall endeavour to aſſay the preſent Treaty. 
If any of our dextrous Connorſſeurs in Politicks 
can find a better Touchſtone for the Purpoſe, 
let them apply it; which I hope they will 
not heſitate at, when they find the Ice ready 
broke to their Hands, | | 


Our Friends, the foreign News-Writers, 
give us the Subſtance of the Preliminary Ar- 
ticles in theſe Words: 


Article I, All former Treaties ſhall be 
eſtabliſbed as the Foundation of theſe Prelimi- 
naries, and ſhall be renew'd, except in ſuch 
Points as may have been altered by ſubſequent 


Treaties, or in which they ſhall be altered by 
any of theſe Articles, 


This Article ſeems either big with Incon- 
ſiſtencies, or expreſſive of nothing. 7 all 
former Treaties are to be ren:w'd and eſta- 
bliſhed, as the Foundation of theſe Prelimi- 
naries, is it not apparent, that the pernicious 
Treaty of Utrecht, the deteſtable Treaty of 
Hanover, and the injurious Treaty of Seville, 
are to be the Baſis of the future Peace, by 
which our Rights and Liberties, and the Se- 
curity of our Trade, are to be more firml 
| eſtabliſhed, But let us examine a little the 
Strength of theſe Foundation- Stones: Has 
not the Treaty of Utrecht been often and 
juſtly cenſured, for leaving France too for- 
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(14) 
midable, and the Emperor too weak ? Did 
not the Treaty of Hanover lead us into a 
Maze of intricate, delufive, and dangerous 
Treaties, that followed afterwards, and were 
many of them contradictory to one another? 
Was it not this very Treaty of Hanover that 
4 had like to haye overturned the Balance of 
7 Power in Europe, and was near compleating 
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f the Deſtruction of the Houſe of Auſtria ! 
| By this deteſtable Treaty we were made the 
1 Dupes of France, and ſuffered ourſelves to 


be divided from the Emperor and Spain, 
with both of whom it was our real Intereſt 
to be in Alliance; with the former, on ac- 
count of becoming a ſufficient Weight againſt 
the increaſing Power of the Houſe of Bour- 
bon; and with the latter, in regard to the 
Promotion of our Trade. Did it not put us 
to immenſe Charge and Expences, by Votes 
of Credit, Subſidies to Sweden and Denmark, 
Incieaſe of our Land- Forces at home, taking 
of Heſian and Welfenbuttle Troops into our 
Pay, and ſending of large Squadrons: to the 
Coaſts of Spain and the Baltick? And as 
for the never to be forgotten Treaty of Seville, 
did it not help to depreſs the Houſe of Au- 
Aria, by the Introduction of Spaniſh Garri- 
ſons into Tuſcany, and Den Carlos into Italy? 
whereby we cut out great Part of the Work 
for ourſelves, before the preſent War broke 
out, and ſet an Example to other Powers how 
to pluck the Feathers of the Imperial Eagle, 


even 
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even before the Death of the late Emperor 
wherein ſome of them haye ſucceeded ſ well 

ſince, as to have their ſtolen Plumes effec- 
| tually ſecured to them by this Preliminary 
Treaty. If ſuch be the Corner-Stones of 
this magnificent and expenſive Fabrick, may 
we not ſoon expect the whole Superſtructure 
to fall to the Ground! And is not this very 
firſt Article replete with Inconſiſtency, by re- 
newing all former Treaties? whereby is in- 
cluded, not only thefe three famous and ab- 
ſurd | Treaties, but alſo the Quadruple Al- 
liance in the Year 1717; the firſt Vienna 
Treaty, the Convention of the Pardo, the 
Proviſional Treaty, the ſecond Vienna Treaty, 
the evet-memorable Convention with Spain, 
the Treaty of Worms, and ſeveral other de- 
finitive, offenſive and defenſive Engagements, 
with the Powers on the Continent, moſt of 
them contradictory to each other, and many 
to themſelves, by the ſecret Articles where- 
with they ate clogged ? 


And what can we comprehend by the Ex- 
ception, ſo artfully inſerted in this Article, 
by which is precluded all /uch Points as may 

have been altered by ſubſequent Treaties, or 
*obich ſhall be altered by any of theſe Ar- 
ticles? Does not the whole Nation hope, 
nay, do they not fully expect, that every 
thing, in any former Treaty, which tended 
In any wiſe to the Prejudice of their Intereſt, 
th, Liberties 


(16) 5 
Liberties or Commerce, ſhall be annulled in 
this Congreſs ? elſe to what Purpoſe have th 
been waſting ſuch a large Quantity of Blood, 
and ſo many Millions of Treaſure, or why 


ſpend we time in negotiating at all, unleſs to 
obtain theſe National Securities ? 


Though this firſt Article, on which the 


whole Preliminary Treaty appears to be con- 


ſtructed, ſeems very big with Words and In- 
conſiſtencies; yet, upon a little farther Ex- 
amination, I greatly fear that we ſhall find it, 
as I obſerved before, productive of little or 
nothing. The Quadruple Alliance was en- 
tered into, to amend the Errors of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, and the firſt Treaty of Vienna 
was made to deſtroy both ; the Treaty of 
Hanover was entored upon to counterbalance 
the Vienna Treaty, and the Treaty of Seville, 
Worms, &c. to rectify the Errors and Omiſ- 
ſions that had happened in all the foregoing 
Treaties; ſo that the renewing of all theſe 
former Compacts, and at the ſame time ex- 
cepting thoſe Articles that have or ſhall be al- 
tered, - is reviving all the Blunders of former 


Adminiſtrations, in order to. their being 


amended, or made worſe, and revivifying 
thoſe fatal Meaſures that brought on this un- 
ſucceſsful War, as a means to patch up a 


poor and deſpicable Peace, And indeed, fo 


much is to be done and undone, built u 
and pulled down, by the Tenour of this . 
| — - 
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ticle ; and it muſt produce ſuch a Heap of 
Affirmations, Negations, and Exceptions, as 
muſt effectually deſtroy all Meaning thereof, 
if it ever was intended that it ſhould have 
any. In a word, this Article, to me, ſeems 


very much to. reſemble that Pier of West- 


minſter-Bridge, which was erected on a Quick- 
ſand : for the Foundation thereof, on which 
the whole Preliminary Bridge depends, has 
for theſe many Years paſt been in ſuch a 
fluctuating and inſtable Condition, as muſt 
neceſſarily occaſion it to give way on the leaſt 
Preſſure; whereby all this wonderful Piece 
of Workmanſhip will be entirely disjointed ; 
which, whenever it happens, will be no ſmall 
Loſs and Expence to Great Britain, who 
has been at ſuch Labour and Charge in erect- 
ing the Fabrick, though perhaps much to 
the Satisfaction and Emolument of ſome 
other Powers. 


Art. II. All Conqueſts that have been made 
from the Beginning of the preſint War, as 
well in Europe as in the Eaſt and Weſt-In- 
dies, /hall be reſtored. | 


Though it is either owing to ill Fortune, 
Negle&, Treachery, or Corruption, that we 
have no Conqueſts in Europe to refund on 
this Occffion ; yet, certainly, thoſe Acqui- 
ſitions that we have made in America. and 
what we hope by this time, through our 

| powerful 
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powerful Squadrons, tg; have gained in the 
Eaſi-Indies, are motg than a fufſicient Equi. 
yalent for the Fre Canqueſts in the Ve. 
therlands, the reſtoring of which will not be 
a Penny Advantage 10 Great Britain ſepa 
rately conſidered from her Allies; and France 
will avail herſelf more hy our reſtoring Cape 
Breton, than if ſhe was to be left in Poſſeſs 
ſion of all the | Territories that ſhe has ac 
uired on the Continent. That we ſhould 
rifiee the Ile of Ratan, Cape Breton, and 
Fort Louis, Poſſeſſions that are uſeful and 


* 
— 
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tageous for ourſelves, and of which the 
Enemy could ſcarcely ever deprive us, for 
the Reſtitytion of a Barrier, and ſome other 
Towns, that our Allies thought ſcarce worth 
the garriſoning or defending, and may per- 
* as ready to part with in the next 

Var, as they were to deliver them up in 
this, ſeems ſuch a Fineſſe in Politicks, as to 
be paſt my Comprehenſion, and I believe 
beyond any of my Countrymen's, that are 
unbiaſſed by Favour, or Preferments, and diſ- 
engaged from any Intereſt, but that of their 
Mother Country, 


I do not in the leaſt diſpute the Neceſſity 
of the Empreſs-Queen baving all her Domi- 
nions in the Netherlands reſtored to her, nor 
of the Dutch being again put into Poſſeſſion 
of Bergen-op- zoom and their Barrier Towns: 


However, I cannot help thinking, that Part 


of 
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Means to elude that Treaty, as perhaps they 
. » C | 
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of our American Conqueſts would be a ſuf- 
Fcient Exchange for the former; and as for 


the latter, the Hollander s having contributed 
fo very little towards the War, in compari- 
ſon of Great Britain, and have had ſuch a 


fine Opportunity of extending their Com- 


merce, and acquiring of Riches, whilſt we 
have been contending with Spain and France; 


furniſh no Equivalent in Territory, for the 
Reſtitution of their Dominions and Barrier, 
they ought. to make up the Deficiency in Mo- 
ney, rather than that Great Britain, who 
has been all along a Sufferer, ſhould be put 
to the whole Expence upon this Occaſion, 


by giving up ſuch Places in the et- Indies, 


as might be of the greateſt Benefit to her 
Commerce. But, perhaps, it may be as 
much the Intereſt of the Dutch to prejudice 
us in our Trade, as it is of France to depreſi 
us in our Influence. 


Art III. Dunkirk /h remain fortified in 
the ſame manner as at preſent toward the 
Land- Side, but towards the Sea ſhall be re- 
duced to the Condition flipulated by Treaties. 


Though the French were ſtrongly tied 
dawn by the Treaty of Utrecht to the Demo- 
lition of Dunkirk on the Sca-Side, and fil- 
ling up the Harbour thereof; yet they found 


may 
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may hereafter do this Article, by making a 
Port at Mardyke : nay, they went fo far as 
openly to violate it, by making Dunkirk a 
oY as plainly appeated by the Bills of En- 
try at the Ciſtom-Houſe; and this was pa- 
tiently ſuffered by us, without any Remon- 
ftrance, at a time when fome of thoſe that 
are now at the Helm, were Patticipators 
both of the Power and Iniquity of .the then 
corrupt Ad— — n. 


Wherefore, as the French have AE ſo 
very little Complaifance to former Treaties, 

on this very Article, is it not reaſonable that 
our Plenipotentaries ſhould have bethonght 
themſelves | of ſome Means of tying them 
down tighter in this Treaty, by infiſting to 
be put in poſſeſſion of ſome proviſional Secu- 

rity, till ſuch times as the Works toward the 
Sea- ſide ſhall be demoliſhed, and the Har- 
bour filled up; and alſo by ſtrong Stipula- 
tions againſt their opening Mardyle, or any 


other adjacent Port? Unleſs this be done, 


we ſhall find this Article as ineffectual and 
as little regarded, as its correſpondent oe in 
the old Treaty of Urr echt. 


Art. IV. The Ducbies of Parma, Phcentia, 
and Guaſtalla, /hall be Jeft to the Riyal Infant 
Don Philip; but- the Reverfion ſhall be re- 
ſerved to the preſent Poſſeſſor, in caſe either 
the King of he Two Sicties * ſucceed tv 

the 


8 
* 
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the Crown of Spain, or the. Infant Doh Philip 


N die without Towne . 


Whenever the Infant Don Philip dies, 
whether ſooner or later, I am apt to imagine 
he will leave Poſterity behind, though it's 
very. probable he leave no Iſſue. Perhaps the 
Cloſe of this Article, as thus worded, may 


be a Blunder of the Travflators; but if it 


be thus expreſſed in the original Treaty, the 
Adequateneſs and Energy of the Term Po- 


= Fferity, on this Occaſion, muſt needs evince 


the extreme Delicacy of thoſe that drew. it up, 
and ſhew how excellently well they were 
verſed, in the Language wherein it is penned. 

But, to leave criticiſing on Words: In or- 
der to a perfect Underſtanding of what Con- 
ceſſions we are about to oblige France with, 

at this Juncture, it will be neceſſary to look 
back a little, and inquire! who theſe Territo- 
ries, mentioned in this Article, belong to, 
and how they came into Poſſeſſion of them? 
By our —_— into the famous Treaty of Se- 
ville, of which we have before taken ſome 
notice, the Emperor Charles VI. was in a 
manner compelled to conclude a Treaty with 
the King of ; wa in October 1735 3 where- 

in it Was ſtipulated, that his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty ſhauld give up the Kingdoms of Naples 
and Sicily to the Second "rg of the King of 
Spain; in lieu of which ſhould be entailed 
upon. him the Succeſſion to the Duchies of 
Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia, on the De- 


G2 mils 
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miſe of then Great Duke, in whom the Fa- 
mily of the Medicis would be extinct. But 
by another Treaty, concluded between the 
n and the French in the Vear fol- 
lowing, the Reverſion of theſe Dominions 
were given to the Duke of Lorrain, (his 
preſent Imperial Majeſty) in Exchange for 
which he ceded the Duchy of Lorrain to 
the French, and entered' into Poſſeſſion of 
theſe Territories on the Death of the Grand 


Duke, e 8, 1737. 


The Court of Spa in has long had an a Eye 
to the Acquiſition, ot ſome of her younger 
Branches, of the Dominions that are by ele 
Preliminary Articles ſettled for an Eſtabliſh- 
ment for Don Philip; inſomuch that the 
Succeſſion thereto was by the Quadruple Al- 
liance deſtined for Don Carlos, had he not 
reſign'd it for the Kingdom of the two Si- 
cities, And, indeed, we might reaſonably 
expect much greater Conceſſions, either from 
France or Spain, for giving up the heredi- 


tary Dominions of the preſent Emperor, to 


gratify the Pride of the Farneſe Family, who 
have no more Claim to Royalty than the 
younger Sons of other Princes. But though 
we do not much benefit ourſelves by obtain- 
ing this Settlement for Don Philip, unleſs it 
be by the Confirmation of the Aſiento Treaty 
for Fan Number of Years that it has been 
ſuſpended, or 7 the as goed of a Peace; 

© neither 


2 neither of, _ may, # Yeti be ſo moch 
| to out real Ad b as 18 imagined; yet. it 


f Would 110 Jealt be thought, that the Emy 
*: or's Biother,. Prince Guile of Lirrain, 
E ight obtain ſomething in n Recomperice'f 


1 _ here R. cer be might 
9 s Day + to acquire the ERP nn 
of. formal n; taten hegegeis 


11 a the Eben, Barbies of his Ci 


el Majeſty. bave a Right to wear Crowns, 
Without being born to them, has not the ſe- 


cond Son of our Sovereign a more than equa 
Claim to both from Birth and Merit ? For 
what glorious” Actions does the Houſe of 
Bourbon merit more than the Houſe of Ho- 
nover, that Europe is continually to be di- 

ſturbed, in Order to ptovide Settlements fol 
the younger Sons of the former? Doth not 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke deſerve a Sa- 
vereignty eq ba er Peet prefetable, to Don Philip? 
And woll it n t be pu purſuing the real Intereſt 
of Great Britain to procure a certain & * * K 
for him and his Heirs? which Eftabliſhment, 
though a better Proviſion than Parma, might 
be made for him, without occaſioning the leaſt 
Controverly ; and Great Britain would be 
certain of infinitely availing herſelf, in that 
very Act, which would reward her glorious 
Hero and Defender, by taking the preſent 
Opportunity to free herſelf from that * 
then 


424) 
then and Reſtraint her natal gn 
which ſhe has ago and that has 
ways been greatly to the Prejudice of Fl 
Glory of ber Arms, and true 
eſt, as not only that , but an 
jons on the Continent, muſt neceſſi» 
n e Britain. e 2170 


Out Negociators, x perhaps 
71 in ſtrengthening the Intereſt of the 


Houle. of Bourbon, or in finding out proper. 
Indemnifications e her Allies, 1 07 racy 


had not time, to think of making any ft 
Proviſion for his Royal Highnefs, as we had 
the greateſt Reaſon to cape, and he the 
pong Merit to require. Neither could its 

being 6 o eſſentially conducive, to the Intereſt 


ir Country, it ſeems, be. any Motive 
to theſe Gentlemen, for. pr ſuch an 


Article to the Miniſters at the Congreks ; yet 
it is to be hoped, Bs will ot for 
the Opportunity, which they have now in 
their Hands, . that Deference to his 
Royal Highneſs' Deſert, and regard to their 
. 's Security, Intereſt, and Welfare, 

rin ole ſome ſuch proviſional Article in 
6 ſubſequent general Treaty of Peace. 


were ſo much 


It is much to be feared, from a ſerious and 


Juſt Confideration of this very Article, whe-. 
ther the Reſtitution of all * French Con- 


queſls in the Netherlands, are near a ſuffi- 
| cient 
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cient jvalent to the Houſe of Auſtria, 
for this C and Partition of her Nalian 
Dominions 3 and much leſs ſo, dee 
mour be true- that 4s Aobt — 
Article III. That the pom are to ke 


Non of Farneſe, for 1 May * 6. "De 
— of Dunkirk, 


-Itis alſo endet, that be Puch dene 
made of Parma, &c. for the Reſtitution of 
the Netherlands, is not equal, on account that 
the latter has rather been an Bur- 
then, than of any intrinfick Advantage to the 
Houſe of Auſtria, as they could never garriſon 
it, nor defend it, without the Affiſtance'of- 
the Dutch. Whereas the Territories that be= 

to the Empreſs Queen of ' Hungary in 
145. are not only ſufficiently able to ſupport 
and defend themſelves, but alſo contribute 


largely towards the Maintenance of the Im- 


— ity. So that the ving the 
ouſe of Auſtria thereof, and ing 
on a younger Branch of the Bourbon Partity, 
muſt be adding ſuch a Weight to that Scale, 
as may endanger the overtnrning of the whole 
Balance of ine ; eſpecially, as the Domi- 
nions are fo ſituated, as to form, with the 
Kingdoms of France, Spain, and the Treo 
Sicihies, tall in Poſſeſſion of the Bourbon 
Race) a ſort of Cordon with very little Inter- 
ruption quite acroſs the Continent, from the 


Streights of Calais to the inner Fart ef the 
Mearterranean Yea. 
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* oy v. The Duke of Modena 24 1 * 
eſtabliſhed in all his Poſſeſſians, or .. at leaſt 
ſhall receive a ee on for: whatever can 
e. wv e An NE n 


nen d 1 Wr 
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Though this Duchy ws — depen- 


dent on the Empire, it is likely, by the fore- 


going Settlement of Don Pbilip, to come 


under a new Voke. The Duke of NAadena is 
related by Marriage to the King of France; 
and though he happened in the late Troubl 
to take part with the conquering Side, yet he 
could not avoid lofing almoſt the 4 Mo- 
deneſe. All that I ſhall remark; at. preſent on 
this Article is, that unleſs. a ſufficient Proviſo 
had been made, as here ſtipulated, to com- 
penſate that Prince for the Lo, of his Terri. 
tor ies, it would not have been conſonant with 
the reſt of the Trey; wherein the greateſt 
Care imaginable bas 
Intereſt and Allies, and the. leaſt poſlible of 
thoſe. of Great Britain. 80 wn hy Regard 
has our worthy Mrs and Neg—t=—:rs, 
both at home and abroad, to the WR. 
of their Mother Country. 


Art. VI. The Republic of of > ſhall 55 
re-eſtabliſhed i in the Enjoyment of all that FAY 
pol ed in the Year 1740. bo i tec 


By the Treaty of res! in v the Year 1743s 


we unwatily engaged, in conjunction . 
the 


n taken of the French 


Gr .. Q —ͤAdds. . at at 2 
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the Empreſs Queen, to diſmember the Ge- 


noeſe Territories, by giving Final to the 


King of Sardinia : which ill-concerted Mea- 


ſure flung the Republick into. the Arms of 
France and Spain, But as this Article is of a 
piece with the former, we may depend on 
the Genoeſe receiving ample Satisfaction in 
the Security of their Territory ; nevertheleſs, 
as our good Ally the King of Sardinia has 
ſo far contributed towards the reſtoring of 
the publick Tranquillity, as to accede imme- 
diately to this Preliminary Treaty ; and has 
alſo, on this Occaſion, ſo generouſly and pa- 
litely committed his Intereſts to the Care of 
our Sovereign, it is to be hoped that our noble 
Plenipotentiary at the Congreſs will take par- 
ticular Care, that this ſteady Monarch, who 
has behaved with ſuch Fidelity, Conſtancy, 
and Complaiſance, on this Occaſion, ſhall 
receiye adequate Satisfaction for whatever 
Meaſures ſhall be agreed upon in the generel 

Treaty, contrary to what was ſtipulated in 
the Treaty of Worms; particularly on the 
Subject of Final, which, to prevent any fu- 
ture Rupture or Animoſity, ought to be agreed 
to the Satisfaction of both the Partics con- 
cerned. 


Art. VII. The King of Sardinia ſhall re- 
main in Poſſeſſion of all that he had before, 
and of all that he acquired by the Ceſ/ion 11 
1743. 8 Fo 
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As this ſhort Treaty, from the firſt Article 
to the laſt, ſeems to border very much on 
Contradictions, it muſt be referred to the Ex- 
planation of Time, or to the general Treaty, 
that is to be produced by theſe Preliminaries, 
how his Sardinian Majeſty ſhall remain in 
Poſſeſſion of all he had before, and of all that 
be acquired by the Treaty of Worms, without 
an Infringement of the 6th Article of this 
Treaty. 


Art, VIII. The King of Great Britain 7s 
compriſed in theſe Articles in Quality of Elector 
of Hanover, and for his Ele&orate, 


Though Hanover only aſſiſted the Em- 
preſs Queen, and took Part in the War as an 
Auxiliary, yet that El -d te ſeems to 
appear as a principal Power in contracting a 
Peace. And by the Tenour of this Article, 
had the Arms of the Allies been fo forizinate, 
as to make any Acquiſitions on the Continent, 
we might expect ſome particular Indemnifi- 
cation, or ſome Extent of Territory, would 
have been ſtipulated for this favourite El-—te, 
to which Great B n is unfortunately 
linked in ſuch Connexions, as has already ap- 
parently been, and muſt continue, prejudicial 
to her Intereſts as a Maritime Power, 

For though by the Act of Setilement it is 
ordained, © That this Nation ſhall not be ob- 
« liged to engage in War for the Defence of 

| * any 
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* any Territories that do not belong to the 
* Crown of Great Britain, without the Con- 
* ſent of Parliament; yet our Enemies will 
never think themſelves obliged to diſtinguiſh 
according to the Laws which we make among 
ourſelves ; but will apprehend, that all thoſe 
Territories which are under the wc ere 
a King of Great Britain, are equally ſubje 
to their Hoſtilities. 

This is an accidental Misfortune, to which 
England has always been liable, whenever 
her Monarchs had any Territories on the Con- 
tinent; as is evident from the Hiſtory of our 
Kings of the Norman Race, who had con- 
ſiderable hereditary Poſſeſſions in France; 
and even the Share of Property that our glo- 
rious Deliverer King William III. enjoyed on 
the Continent, though but ſmall, neverthe- 
leſs became, after the Revolution, a great In- 
citement to our plunging into an expenſive 
War. Wherefore, as the Caſe ſtands at preſent, 
it ought not in the leaſt to alienate our Affec- 
tions from the illuſtrious Family that reigns 
over us; but ſhould only remind us, to miſs 
no Opportunity of getting rid of ſuch bur- 
thenſome Connexions in an advantageous, 
ſafe and honourable manner, by making them 
an Eſtabliſhment for ſome of the younger 
Heirs to the Crown of Great Britain; where- 
to, for a {mall additional Expence, ſuch Ter- 
ritories might be procured, as would raiſe a 
Monarchy ſufficiently formidable to aſſiſt its 

ä Allies, 
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Allies, and withſtand its Enemies on moſt 
Occaſions: and which no Infant Prince or 
Don in Europe, can better deſerve to be 
honoured with, than our preſent brave Duke 
of Cumberland, | | 
But the Neceſſity of making the El—r—te 
J—1n—r a Settlement for ſuch younger 
s of Britain, as ſhall ſtand but ſmall 
Chance of reigning in the hereditary Poſſeſ- 
ſions of their Family, will be more apparent, 
to any whoſe Reflection ſhall give him to 
comprehend in what manner our Connexion 
with theſe diſtant Dominions, unfortunately 
precipitated us into our Share of the Land- 
War: which I ſhall endeavour to explain as 
conciſely as poſſible, that we may be able, 
for the future, to underſtand better what 
Meaſures to take for the Advantage of old 
England, and in purſuit of her Intereſt only. 

When, in the Year 1741, Admiral Had- 
dock lay with an Enghſþ Squadron in the 
Mediterranean, in order to prevent the Spa- 


0 


niards invading the Italian Dominions of the 


Houſe of Auſtria, the French in Revenge 
marched an Army to the Frontiers of H——r, 
and obliged that E- te to ſue for a Neu- 


trality, wich regard to the War then kindled 
in the Empire, which was granted. In a 


little time after, the French and Spaniſh Squa- 
drons were, to our great Amazement, per- 
mitted to join, and convoy Spaniſh Troops 

into 
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into Tah, even in fight of our Admiral, who 
had then under his Command thirteen Ships 
of the Line, and nine Frigates. This At- 
tempt was executed with ſuch a Degree of 
Security, our Fleet being much ſuperior to 
the combined Squadrons of France and Spain, 
as created a moſt violent Suſpicion at home, 
that the Invaſion of the Auſtrian Dominions 
in tay, was ſuffered purely in order to ſe- 
eure the E——te of r from the like 
Danger. 5 * 

The Inſult upon H, at a time when 
our S———n was recreating himſelf in thoſe 
his delightful hereditary Dominions, was ſo 
highly reſented, that the Year following a 
Britiſh Army was ſent over into Flanders, 
and marched into Germany ; though much 
againſt the Inclinations of the Dutch, who 
foreſaw, that the, taking ſo precipitate a Step 
would occaſion the Land- War which fol- 
lowed; and muſt at length inevitably com- 
pel them to take ſhare in the Quarrel, ſoon 
as it became general. Hence we may per- 
ceive, that the Affront offered to this favourite 
El—Q—te was more the Occaſion of our en- 
tering into a War on the Continent, than 
any real Intent of ſuccouring the Queen of 
Hungary; which could have been accom- 
1 more effectually by hired Troops and 

oney, than by the Tranſportation of a 
Britiſb Army. Neither was the Concern 
that was at that time expreſſed, for the ima- 


ginary | 
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ginary Danger which we took the Dutch to 
be expoſed to, any real Motive for the Em- 
barkation of the Britiſb Forces; as the Dutch 
had not then made any Armaments, nor en- 
tered into any hoſtile Meaſures for the Aſſiſ- 
tance of the Houſe of Auſtria, and conſe- 
quently could not have given the leaſt Um- 
brage to France by their pacifick Diſpoſition, 
or be under any juſt Apprehenſions from that 
Power. 
But to ſhew farther, that our unfortunate 
Connexion with Dominions on the Conti- 
nent was the chief Occaſion of our being 
drawn into a Land-War ; and that France, 
or any other foreign Power with whom we 
ſhall happen to quarrel, will always regard 
ſuch Dominions to be equally ſubject to their 
Attacks as the Britiſb Territories; let us take 
a View of a Paragraph in the French King's 
Declaration of War ; wherein it is ſpecified, 
that © the Convention of Hanover in October 
* 1741, ſeemed at leaſt to have aſſured his 
© (moſt Chriſtian) Majeſty of the Diſconti- 
* nuance of ſuch Exceſſes, (as is therein be- 
fore urged to have been committed by the 
C—t of L———2, contrary to the Intereſt 
of the Britiſb Nation.) © The King of 
England, during the Stay he made in his 
German Dominions, appeared to liſten to 
the Complaints which were made him on 
this Occaſion, and to perceive the Juſtice 
of them ; he gave his royal Word, that he 
n - - © would 
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© would cauſe them to ceaſe, and he formall 
engaged himſelf not to diſturb the Allies of 
* the King in the Purſuit of their Rights: 
© but ſcarce was he returned to London, be- 
fore he forgot all his Promiſes ; and as ſoon 
© as he was certain that the King's Army had 
entirely quitted Weſtphalia, he cauſed it to 
© be declared by his Miniſters, that the Con- 
vention no longer ſubſiſted, and that he 
© looked upon himſelf as diſengaged from 
5 
Theſe invidious Reflections of the Prench 
King were ſoon anſwered by our Sovereign, 
in his Majeſty's Declaration of War, on the 
29th of March 1744: wherein it is declared, 
© That he cannot omit taking notice of the 
* unjuſt Inſinuations contained in the French 
King's Declaration of War againſt him, 
< with reſpect to the Convention made at 
Hanover in October 1741; that Conven- 
* tion, regarding his Electorate only, had no 
relation to his Conduct as King of Great 
* Britain, The Allegations concerning it 
* are groundleſs and injurious; his Proceedings 
in that reſpect having been perfectly con- 
«* fiſtent with that good Faith which he had 
always made the Rule of his Actions. 
I hongh theſe poſitive Aſſertions of his 
My do not admit of the leaſt Doubt; 
yet, nevertheleſs, the Words of the French 
{ing's Declaration evidently ſhew, that it 
was his miſtaking our Sovereign's acting in a 
| double 
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double Capacity, at the Time of concluding 
that Treaty of Neutrality, which his M — 5 
entered into, not in the Character of King 
of G B-, but El-—or of H F, 
which induced him to declare War againſt 
us, | . 
And though perhaps the Intereſt of this 
Nation, and of that wealthy E-——te, are 
not ſo much interwoven as what the Prelimi- 
naries give room to ſuſpect; yet ſuch is our 
Misfortune, we ſhall always be expoſed to 
Danger, Perplexity and Diſadvantage on that 
Account, unleſs every foreign Prince could be 
brought to make the fame Diſtinction be- 
tween the Dominions of G— B——27 and 
H -r, and conſider their Independency 
in the ſame Light, as we do among ourſelves. 
An Accident to be obviated by ſcarce any 
other Means than, as before mentioned, by 
ſettling the Succeſſion to the Ele-—te on 


ſome of the younger Branches of - Great 
Britain. 


Art. 9. The King of France, and the States 
General wil! employ their good Offices to obtain 
from the King of Spain Sati faction for a 
Sum of Money which his Britannick Majeſty, 
as Elector of Hanover, claims from bis Ca- 
tholick Majeſty. = 


It is very ſurpriſing, that ſuch a ſtrong 
Stipulation ſhould be made, by this Article, 
tor 


(35) 
for obtaining an unknown Sum of Money, 
claimed by the K—g as E-—r of Hsu, 
from the King of Spain, upon an unknown 
Account ; and yet, there is not a word of 
Notice taken throughout theſe Preliminaries, 
of any Satisfaction to be made to Great Bri- 
tain, for the well-known Sum of g 5,000 /. 
due to her from the Court of Spain; the 
Non-Payment of which in the Time ſtipu- 
lated, and the notorious Endeavour that was 
made by a late deteſtable Miniſter, at the 
Time of the Convention, to ſaddle the Sorrh- 
Sea Company with 68,000 /. of that Dcbt, 
occaſioned in a great meaſure the biezking 
out of the War with Spain. As Hancyer 1s 
an inland Country, and has no Commerce 
with Spain, cauſes it to be more ſurpriſing 
when, or by what means, that El—-te ag- 
quired this Claim on the Spaniards. And 
we are likely ever to remain entirely ignorant 
of this Affair, as a Britiſh M— r 
cannot well be called to account by the Le- 
giſlature, for any Articles in this, or any other 
Treaty, relating to the Intereſts. or Claims of 
any foreign Territories. However, it is to be 
hoped that they will not be forgetful, in the 


general Treaty, to procure ſome Siipul.tions 
for this Demand of ours, Whether they are 
moved to it from a Regard to the Nation's 
Intereſt, or their own Safety; as otherwiſe 
they may hereafter be highly accountable for 
ſuch great Neglect. 

| _— Art. 


Wn .- 


—— —ͤ— — — K * — — - _— 
1 3 — — — #4 * —_—_— 
— > mak * — A 
2 6 = 


— 


——̃ ͤaß＋—w«„K»—,ʒ: 


— © — 
3 
r 


—— Drone ES —ñ— rr — ' ⁵ 4 i ie” n — 2322 — —— 
5 . . e — = 
. wenn — 8 2 


— 11 D ee 2 
< 4 * > . 


REY 
. — may 
7. FCrdi_c ww 
— 9 _ 
_ * $. 


Benefit deſigned by it, without entering into 
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Art. 10. The Aſſiento Treaty is confirmed 


for the Number of Years during which it has 


remained ſuſpended. 


The Renewal of the Afiento Treaty, for 
the Time that it has been ſuperſeded, will 
certainly be of Advantage to this Nation ; and 
perhaps the only Advantage that they will ac- 


quire from theſe Preliminaries. But how our 


R—t H- ble Negociator came to 
think of inſerting this Article in our Favour, 
and forget making any Stipulation for ob- 
taining the 95,000/, before mentioned, due 
to us from the ſame Power with whom the 
Aſfiento Treaty was contracted, is very aſto- 
niſhing ; and muſt certainly ſhew ſuch great 
Forgetfulneſs, Ignorance, or Negle&, in our 


Pl—po—ry at Aix, as has been hitherto 


thought inconſiſtent with that Nobleman's 


Character. But.perhaps Time may give us 


ſome Light into the Affair, if ever the old 
Gentleman ſhould diſcover any ſecret Article 


of theſe Preliminaries, whereby our pecu- 
niary Demand on the Crown of Spain ſhould 


be given up, to obtain this Renewal of the 
Aſiento Treaty, for the Number of Years 
therein to come. However, as this is the ſole 
Article in the whole Treaty, that our worthy 
Peace-Makers have ſtipulated in favour of 
old England, let us be content to enjoy the 


oO 
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too nice Diſquiſitions on the Terms whereby 
it was procured, or on thoſe ſecret Articles 
whereby it may hereafter be annulled. And 
I muſt take this Occaſion of heartily congra- 
tulating my Countrymen, on having the For- 
tune to obtain even this ſmall Article, fo 
ſeemingly to their Advantage, out of twenty- 
three others, many of which are very remote 
from their true Intereſt, 


Art. 11, The fifth Article of the Treaty of 
London, dated Auguſt 2, 1718, relative to 


the Succeſſion to the Throne of Great Britain, 
is renewed in theſe Preliminaries, in the ſame 
manner as if it were inſerted Word for Word. 


As his Majeſty's Title to the Crown of 
Great Britain has been folemnly acknow- 
ledged by every Power in Europe, ſo there 
ſeems little Occaſion for ſuch a formal Re- 
newal of a Stipulation, which was inſerted in 
the aforeſaid Treaty of London; and, by vir- 
tue of the very firſt Article of theſe Prelimi- 
naries, is thoroughly renewed and eſtabliſh- 
ed ; it not having, to our Knowledge, re- 
ceived the leaſt Alteration, by any ſubſequent 
Treaty, with any foreign Power whatſoever : 
though there is much Rumour of ſome other 
Stipulations, ſaid to be made in the ſecret Ar- 
ticles of chis Treaty, concerning the ſecuring 
the Poſſeſſion of the B C -n in his 
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Art. 12. The Pretenſſan of the Elector Pa- 
latine, for Satisfaction for the Loſſes be has 
ſuſtained, ſhall be referred to @ general Con- 
greſs. 


x 


Almoſt every little Prince and puny State 
on the Continent, that have been the leaſt 
Sufferers in the War, appear to have had In- 
tereſt enough to ſtipulate for their Indemni- 
fication in theſe Preliminaries, beſides thoſe 
that may expect to be compenſated hereafter, 
by the general Treaty. Old England alone 
ſecms to ſtand without either Friend or Ad- 
vocate : her Plenipotentiary, notwithſtanding 
his boaſted Abilities, having too much Con- 
cern on his Hands for the Intereſts of others, 
to have leiſure to promote that of his Coun- 

So that, inſtead of obtaining any Satiſ- 
faction or Indemnification for our Loſſes, we 
muſt be glad, it ſeems, to refund thoſe few 
Acquiſitions that we have made, in order to 
gratify the Expectations of others, that have 
been leſs Sufferers. O my Country ! bow art 
thou fallen! - 1 ee 


Art. 13. The King of Great Britain, che 
King of France, and the States-General, ſhall 
employ their good Offices for diſcuſſing in 
the Congreſs, the Differences that have ariſen 
on the Subject of the great Maſterſbip of the 
Golden Fleece, TENNIS | 

. Any 
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Any one would imagine, by the ſuperb 
Figure which this Article makes in the Pre- 
liminaries, that the adjuſting of this Point 
was of infinite Concern to reſtoring of Peace 
to Europe, or ſettling the Balance of Power; 
yet, notwithſtanding the magnificent Figure 
that the Great Maſterſhip of the Golden Fleece 
makes here, it is leſs likely to diſturb our fu- 
ture Tranquility, than any Diſpute that may 


ariſe concerning the Grand Maſterſhip of the | 


Free Maſons for the Year enſuing ; unleſs 
Great Britain” [hall ever be brought to gua- 
ranty all the honorary Diſtinctions, as well 
as real Poſſeſſions, of her Neighbours. 


Art. 14. The Emperor ſhall be acknows- 
lelged in his Imperial Dignity, by all thoſe 
Powers by whom no ſuch Acknowledgment has 
hitherto been made. | | 


There needs no Obſervation on this Arti- 
cle, it being ſo exceeding neceſſary, that a 
Peace could not poſſibly be made without it. 
All the Advantage acquired is only a verbal 


could never be tied down, eyen by the moſt 


ſolemn Treaties that have hitherto been made, 
when it ſuited their Intereſts io break them. 


Art, 


Acknowledgment from ſome Powers, that 


040) 


Art. 1 5. The Diſputes with regard to the 
Territories of Hainault, and the Abbey of 
St. Hubert, &c. ſhall be referred to à general 
Congreſs. 


It is to be hoped, that Great Britain will 
have more Thought of ſecuring her Com- 
merce, and of obtaining ſome Satisfaction for 
her Expence and Loſſes, than to concern her 
ſelf with ſettling theſe Territories, which ſig- 
nify ſo little to us into what Hands they fall. 


Art. 16. All Hoſtilities between the Powers 


at War ſhall ceaſe at Land in the ſpace of 
fix Weeks, to be reckon'd from the Day of 


ſigning theſe Articles; and at Sea, in the 
time mentioned in an Act figned at Paris, Au- 
guſt 19, 1712. 


Query, If this Article has not been already 
broken by. the French, by their taking our 
Shipping under Spani/h Commiſſions, long 
after the Time here ſpecified? But why 
ſhould Great Britain ſtrain at a Gnat, when 
ſhe is obliged to ſwallow a Camel? 


Art. 17. The Reſtitutions, of which men- 
tion is made in the ſecond Article, ſhall not 
take place till ſuch time as the Parties in- 


tereſted have acceged to bis Preliminary Con- 


vention. 
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This Article ſeems almoſt unneceſſary, as 
it is impoſſible to comprehend when elſe the 
Reſtitutions ſhould be made, unleſs. our Me- 
diators have the Art of ſtripping the Bear's 
Skin before ſhe is taken. And we find by 
the Proteſt entered by the Count Kaunitz, 
the Imperial Miniſter at Aix, againſt the 
Preliminaries, that the Empreſs Queen his 
Miſtreſs s to be reſtored to all thoſe 
Poſſeſſions, which, by the Treaty of //orms, 
ſhe ceded to the King of Sardinia; as ſhe 
declares, that the fame was agreed to by the 


contracting Parties, only to prevent any far- 


ther Settlement of the Houſe of Bourbon in 
Italy: and it is neither reaſonable nor juſt, 
as her Majeſty ſays, that ſhe ſhould be held 
to Engagements ſo onerous to her, (meaning 
thoſe Ceſſions of the Treaty of Forms) whilſt, 
inſtead of procuring thoſe Advantages, that 
were ſtipulated in her Favour, they directly 
overthrew the very End and Baſis of this 
Treaty, by the new Sacrifices that are re- 
quired of her for Don Philip's Eſtabliſh- 


ment. 


Art. 18. The Ceſſions and ſpeci fich Reſtitu- 


tions before mentioned, as well as the Eſta- 


bliſhment for Don Philip, ſhall be all carried 


into Execution at the ſame time. 


By the Tenour of this Article it is to be 
hoped, that we ſhall be at no farther Expence 
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in eſtabliſhing the Infant in his new Settle- 
ment; and that he will be contented to take 
Poſſeſſion of his new 1[talzan Dominions, 
without being attended with ſuch a magnifi- 
cent Fleet as we ſent out to convoy Don 
Carlos into his Kingdom of the two Sicilies. 
But it ought to be ſtipulated, if any ſuch Arma- 
ment ſhould hereafter become neceſſary, thro 
the Obſtinacy of any of the intereſted Powers, 
to put Don Philip in Poſſeſſion of this Eſta- 
bliſhment, that the King of France, and the 
States-General ſhall be obliged to contribute 
their reſpective Quota's thereto, This would 
be an Article of greater Oeconomy for us, 
than any of the whole Treaty, if ever it 
ſhould be neceſſary to put it in execution. 


Art. 19. All Parties intereſted in the pre- 
ſent Convention, ſhall renew the Guaranty of 
the Pragmatick Sanction in its entire Extent, 
except only ſuch Domi nions as are already 
yielded, or are to be yielded, in virtue of theſe 


Prehminartes. 


The old Pragmatick Sanction, which was 
conſtituted to preſerve the whole Dominions 
of the Houſe of Auſtria inviolably to the 


Heirs of that Family, whether Male or Fe- 


male, was formerly guarantied in the moſt 
ſolemn manner by almoſt every Potentate in 
Europe; yet, nevertheleſs, upon the Death 
of the Emperor Charles VI. ſeveral of them 


took 


{ 
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took an Opportunity to renounce their Gua- 
ranty ; and the Contention ſeemed to be, 
who ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of moſt of 
thoſe Dominions, which they had before en- 
gaged to ſecure to the Queen of Hungary, 
and her Heirs, whole and cntire ; even, al- 
though moſt of thoſe Powers had before con- 
ſiderably avail'd themſelves of this Guaranty, 
by obtaining large Conceſſions of the Em- 
peror in their Favour : but 


Perdurat non empta fides, nec peftora merces 
Alligat —— Claudian, 


What Streſs is to be laid upon the new Gua- 
ranty, of the curtailed Dominions of the 
Houſe of Auſtria to the Empreſs Queen, is 
uncertain ; unleſs the Ravagers ſhould be 
glutted with her Spoils. 


Att. 20. The Duch of Silefia, and the 
County of Glatz, ſhall be guarantied to the 
King of Pruſſia by all the contracting Parties. 


It would, perhaps, have been much more 
for the Intereſt of old England, it our Heni- 
potentiary had Ripulated ſome SecuritF* for 
the Payment of the Eng///h Loan on the 
Duchy of Sileſa, &c. before the Guaranty; 
of theſe Poſſeſſions: But as Brandenburgh 
and H lie contiguous, it might not, it 
likely, be for the Intereſt of the lat: er to 

1 have 
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have this Guaranty refuſed on any Account. 
However, it 1s certain that ſome Notice 
ſhould have been taken in theſe Arricles, both 
of this Loan on $z/e/ia, and of our Demand 
on Spain; eſpecially, as the unknown Sum 
that is claimed by Hanover from the latter, 
is ſo formally ſtipulated for in the gth Article. 
Doubtleſs our noble N r at Aix will 
not only gain the Thanks of both Houſes of 
Parliament, on his Return, for his particular 
Care of the Intereſt of this Nation; but will 
merit a Purſe from the Merchants, for the 
ſignal Services he has done them. 


Art. 21. All things that have paſſed in the 1 
preſent War ſhall be buried in general Obli- : 
vion, and every one ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed in 6 


the full Poſſeſſion of what be beretofere en- 3 
joyed. | | 


It is utterly impoſſible” for the ableſt Mini- 
ſters in Europe thoroughly to enforce the Exe- , 
cution of this Article, or to obtain a general 
Oblivion for all the Cruelties, Damages, and 
Sacrifices, that have happened during the 
War, the greateſt Sufferers by which are likely 
to receive the leaſt Recompence. How the 
latter Part of this Article, whereby every one 
is to be re-eſtabliſhed in the full Poſſeſſion of 
what they heretofore enjoyed, 1s to be ren- 
dered conſiſtent with thoſe Ceſſions, Parti- 
tions and Diviſions, that have been allotted 


by 
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by the foregoing, we are at a Loſs to under- 
ſtand. Perhaps, the Authors of this Treaty 
were willing that we ſhould have a Suffi- 
ciency of publick Articles, however incon- 
ſiſtent, to amuze and puzzle us, leſt we 
ſhould be too curious in prying into thoſe that 
are ſecreted; as it is uſual, when a Whale 
appears too near a Ship, to fling out an empty 
Caſk for him to divert himſelf with ; which 
affords the Mariners time to ſteer out of 


Danger. 


Art. 22. All the Princes any way inter- 
eſted in this Settlement, ſhall be invited to ac- 
cede thereto as ſoon as poſſible. 


It has chanced to happen, that moſt of 
theſe Princes are become as weary of this War 
as the contracting Parties; which has brought 
them to an Acceſſion to theſe Preliminaries : 
or elſe, I don't well perceive how it could be in 
the Power of the others to oblige them thereto, 
without entering into a freſh War; which 
might, perhaps, turn out more bloody, ex- 
penſive and deſtructive than the laſt, But it 
35 right to invite them to give leave to do them 


a Prejudice, leſt they ſhould hereafter reſent 
the Injury. er a 


Art. 23. In liłe manner all the Princes in- 
tereſted in this Convention, ſhall reſpectively 
guaranty the Execution theregf. 


F 3 This, 
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Thie, doubtleſs, they will be willing enough 


to do, ſo far as relates to their own Interett ; 
but how they can take upon them to guara 


ary 
the Execution of the iſt, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 


19th, zoth, and 2 1ſt Articles, of which 
ſome are en in themſelves, and the 


reſt incongruent with each other, will be a 
difficult Point to determine, 


Art, 24. The Ratifications of theſe Preli- 


minaries ſhall be exchanged within the Term 


of three Weeks, from the Day of their being 
/ign'd. 


As this Treaty was accompliſhed ſo ſoon 
after the meeting of the Plenipotentiaries at 
Aix, no doubt but it was eaſy to promiſe the 
Execution of this Article: and tho' the 'Fime 
limited for ratifying theſe Preliminaries was 
but ſhort ; nevertheleſs, many Evaſions might 
occur to the Minds of the contracting Par- 
ties in a much leſs Space; for the Diſplay of 
which in the open Light, we muſt wait till 
the Time ſhall come about, when, according 
to the Poet, 


— - Qui federa rumpit 
Ditatur : qui ſervat, eget. Claud. in Eutrop. 


Having finiſhed theſe particular Obſerva- 
tions on every Article of this Preliminary Trea- 
ty, it will now be nec ar to ipquire, what 
owers 
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Powers will avail themſelves, and what will 
be prejudiced thereby. France is fure to be- 
nefit herſelf by the Tenour and Scope of the 
whole Treaty throughout ; as the Houſe of 
Bourbon will be rendered much more potent 
than ever, by the Eftabliſhment allotted to 
the Infant Don Philip, and the particular 
Reſtitutions, Satisfactions and Immunities that 
are to be accorded to her Allies. The Com- 
merce of France will be firmly re- eſtabliſhed 
and invigorated, by the Reſtitution of Cape 


Breton and Port Louis, and thofe Acquiſitions ' 


which our Squadrons are expected by this 
time to have made in the Ea/t- Indies ; and 
her Glory wilt be eſtabliſhed, by the Ho- 
nour of having entirely vanquiſhed the Ef- 
forts of the Allies for ſeven Years ſucceſſively. 
Spain will advantage herſelf, by procuring an 
ample Settlement for the Infant at our Ex- 
pence, obtaining the Reftitution of the Ifle 
of Ratan, &c. in America; and by the 
opening of her Trade, and Recovery of thoſe 
immenſe Treaſures that have been fo many 
Years moulding in the Vet- Indies. The 
Duke of Modena, and the Republick of Ge- 
noa, will be compenſated by the gth and 6th 
Articles, as will the Elector Palatine by the 
12th. Hanover is like to obtain ſome great 


pecuniary Emolument, by the Stipulation in 


the gth ; but as the Sum is fecreted from our 


Knowledge, we ſhall at preſent ſuſpend our 


Judgment thereon. The Dutch will benefit 
them- 
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_ themſelves conſiderably by the ad, 17th, 18th, 
and 21ſt Articles; and will obtain ſome very 
real and fundamental Advantages by © the 
Peace, in procuring the Reſtitution of their 
Territories, the Adjuſtment of their Barrier, 
and the Re- eſtabliſhment of their Commerce 
with the European Powers, upon a much 
more advantageous Footing than it was before 
the Commencement of the War. The Kin 
of Pruſſia, Sardinia, and Don Philip, will 
certainly be gratified to their Hearts Gent 
by the 4th, 7th, 2oth, 21ſt, and other Ar- 
ticles; and the Court of Vienna will be as 
much depreſſed by the whole Treaty: Great 
Britain will be drawn into a Premunire, and 
old England fairly caught in a Trap. 


Though every one of my former Aſſer- 
tions will be obvious, at firſt Sight, to an in- 
telligent and unprejudiced Reader; yet, as 
my laſt may ſcem to require ſome farther Ex- 
planation, I ſhall readily enter thereon. A 
Premumre then, according to the Laws of 
England, is ſuch an Offence as incurs the 
Lols of the King's Protection, the Forfeiture. 
of Lands, Goods and Chattels, and the Sut- 
ferance of perpetual Impriſonment; which it 
is much to be feared, according to the Tenour 
of theſe Articles, muſt ſoon be the Caſe of 
G——: B—— , as the Power of the 
Houſe of Bourbon will, by this Treaty, be 
raiſed to ſuch a Pitch, that, in a little * 

| the 
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the King of France will be ahle to give Law 


to all Europe; eſpecially, | if the enſuing 


Treaty of Peace ſhould remain in Force for 
about nine or ten Years : in which Time the 
French will be able to render their Marine 
very formidable, which, join'd to their Force 
on the Continent, muſt certainly engage molt. 
of the Potentates in Europe to ſeek Alliance 
with them for their own Safety, How then 
our K—g will be able to protect us from their 
Inſults, Invaſions and Depredations, whoſe 
Fleets will be ſo powerful, and their Armies 


ſo numerous, I am at a Loſs to imagine; or 


which Way either the Auſtrians, Dutch, 
Sardinians, Hanoverians, or any other Power, 
ſhall afford us any. Aſſiſtance, will be difficult 
to explain; as they muſt be glad at ſuch a 
JunEture to embrace a Neutrality for them- 
ſelves. 

This neceſſarily muſt render our Lands, 
Goods and Chattels a Forfeiture or Prey to 
the Enemy, who will have Means ſufficient 
in their Hands to poſſeſs themſelves thereof, 
either by the frequent Invations of their 
Troops, or the continual Depredations of 
their Men of War and Privatcers. What, 


in ſuch a Caſe, muſt become of old Eng- 
land, ſuppoſing ſhe could ſupport herſelf in 


this deplorable Condition, but to be fairly 
caught in a Trap of her own making: 
wherein her Children muſt be ſhut up in per- 
petual Impriſonment. 

The 
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The ſecuring of the Time to come in the 
Aſiento Treaty may indeed be objected, as 
being ſome Advantage in our Fayour ; but if, 
as I before obſerved, this ſmall and uncertain 
Benefit is to be compenſated, by releaſing the 
Court of Spain from the Debt of 9 5,000 /. 
old England has affuredly a very dear Bargain 
of it. LIT 10 
It is certain that we might have obtained 
equally as good Terms as any in theſe Preli- 
minaries, before the Commencement of the 
laſt Campaign; and had we been contented 
to have acted a few Months longer upon the 
Defenſive by Land, till the Rufians and 
other Succours had joined us, our Superiority 
at Sea, the great Diſtreſs of the Enemy for 
want of Corn, and the Lowneſs of their 
Commerce, mult ſoon have rendered us in a 
Condition to preſcribe Terms to France, in- 
ſtead of accepting them as a Favour from her. 
The Earl of Oxford was fotmerly cen- 
ſured for treating with France on ſuch Terms 
as were judged to be inconſiſtent with the 
true I t of this Nation; as will appear 
by the Articles of Impeachment againſt that 
Miniſter, which were founded upon his Con- 
duct relating to the Treaty of Utrecht: where- 
in it is alledged, that France was left too 
ſtrong, and the Emperor too much depreſſed. 
And again, in the Motion for removing Sir 
R. V. from his Majeſty's Preſence and Coun- 
cils, the Deſign thereof was publickly de- 
clared 
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. 
clared to be, the condemning in a Parlia- 
mentary Manner that Syſtem which he had 
for many Vears upheld, and ſtamping on him 
a laſting Mark of Ignominy for ſuch Con- 
duct. Though the Weight of Numbers, ra- 
ther than the Force of Argument, occaſioned 
this Motion to miſcarry in both Houſes. But 


from Part of the 5th Paragraph of the Lords 
Proteſt, on that Occaſion, we ſhall find what 


were thoſe Meaſures which they deſigned to 


ſtigmatize ſo publickly. The Paragraph runs 
thus : © Becauſe we apprehend, that by the 
Conduct of Sir R. W. in relation to fo- 
© reign Affairs, during the Courſe of his Ad- 
© miniſtration, the Balance of Power in Eu- 
rope has been deſtroyed, the Houle of Bour- 
© bon has been aggrandized in many In- 
© ſtances, particularly by the Addition of Lor- 
rain; the Houſe of Auſtria has been de- 
* preſſed by the Loſs of the Duchy of Milan, 
© and the. whole Kingdom of Naples and Si- 
* cily, exc. The Proteſt was ſigned by 
thirty-one Lords : But, thank Heavens! there 
can be no Charge of this kind alledged againſt 
our preſent excellent Miniſters ; for as we en- 
tered into the War, in order to rectify the 


foregoing Meaſures, by raiſing the Houſe of 


Auſtria to its former Power, they have all 
along purſued thoſe Steps, that are directly 
contrary to what the E. of Oxford and Sir 
R — W—Iþ—le were cenſured for. How 

vaſtly would it have added to the Glory of 
1 G their 
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